The consequences of ethylene glycol intoxication are described in a 42 year old man who presented with a profound metabolic acidosis, cardiogenic shock and renal failure. The 
Introduction
Ethylene glycol is a sweet-tasting liquid which is commonly incorporated into the formulation of radiator 'anti-freeze' agents. A total dose of lOOg is usually fatal in adults if untreated, but the consequences of intoxication are rarely seen in clinical practice, less than 50 cases being reported to the Guy's Poisons Unit annually (J. Henry, personal communication). The classical presentation is of convulsions and focal neurological abnormalities culminating in coma followed by the development of profound metabolic acidosis, cardio-respiratory failure and oliguric renal failure.
We report an with occasional mitotic figures, and hyaline casts. There was occasional birefringent material in the tubules. In the interstitium there was mild focal oedema and small collections of mononuclear cells. The features were those of acute tubular necrosis with oxalate crystals in the tubules (Figure 2) .
Blood from the time of admission was therefore retrospectively analysed for toxins and showed a level of ethylene glycol of 0.4g/1. The patient and his family denied any knowledge of ingestion of antifreeze or any ethylene glycol containing substance. There were, however, considerable medical and social problems in the family.
The 
